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@- Britain staged a joint invasion of Iran with Soviet forces when the
Shah's predecessor got a bit too close to the Nazis in World War Two
and then helped the Americans overthrow the democratically elected
Mohammed Mossadegh in 1953 after he nationalized Britain's oil
possessions in the country. This was not a myth but a real, down-to-
earth conspiracy.

®- Global oil prices have surged to fresh record highs after increased
tensions between Turkey and Kurdish rebels in northern Irag. In morning
trade in Europe, both Brent and US light crude hit new peak levels, with
Brent touching $81.93 a barrel and US light reaching $85.19.

©- It's a weird irony that Iranians know the history of Anglo-Persian
relations better than the Brits. When the newly installed Ministry of
Islamic Guidance asked Harvey Morris, Reuters' man in post-
revolutionary Iran, for a history of his news agency, he asked his
London office to send him a biography of Baron von Reuter — and was
appalled to discover the founder of the world's greatest news agency
had built Persia's railways at an immense profit.

O- In an effort to salvage a Middle East peace conference planned for
next month, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice hopes to find some
common ground during a meeting Monday with Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas. After her first round of talks with Israeli leaders on
Sunday, State Department officials indicated that the conference, called
by President Bush, might have to be postponed.
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©- Scottish poet Don Paterson has been awarded the Queen's Gold
Medal for Poetry, Buckingham Palace has said. The writer won the award
for his anthology Rain, which collected the 2009 Forward Prize for
Poetry. Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy, who chaired the judging panel,
said Paterson's work was "poetry of bravery and conviction". The medal,
which was established in 1933, recognizes excellence in poetry
published in the past year.
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